
WELCOME TO 
OUR OPEN HOUSE
SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT 
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We’re here to share detailed information 

about an upcoming transmission line 

project in Lancaster County. 
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TRANSMISSION: HOW IT WORKS

Here’s how it works:

1. Electricity is generated at a power plant.

2. Then, it’s transported over 

high-voltage transmission lines.

3. Voltage is reduced by transformers at a substation.

4. Distribution lines transport lower-voltage electricity.

5. Overhead transformers further reduce voltage.

6. And finally, electricity is delivered to homes and businesses.

SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT

Just like a highway system, transmission lines are responsible 

for moving electricity safely and quickly over long distances.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
• We’re building a new 138 kV transmission line from the 

proposed Sprecher Substation to the Pitney Switchyard 

within aboveground and underground right-of-ways (ROW). 

Additionally, we are rebuilding existing 69 kV transmission 

lines to 138 kV between the existing Greenland, 

Strasburg, and Engleside Substations.

• Approximately 4 miles of aboveground transmission line 

will be constructed within existing PPL easements. 

• Approximately 2.1 miles of underground transmission line 

will be constructed within a public road ROW.

• Approximately 10 miles of overhead transmission line will 

be rebuilt within existing PPL ROW.

• Approximately 0.3 miles of overhead transmission line will 

be constructed within new 100-foot-wide ROW. 

SPRECHER-PITNEY 138KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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SPRECHER-PITNEY 138KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT

The new substations and transmission line will support new 

customer connections and strengthen reliability across the 

region. By upgrading equipment and adding new power 

pathways, we are reducing outage risks and ensuring 

dependable service for all customers. 

It’s important to note that the transmission grid is a system 

of pathways that move electricity from where it is generated 

to where there is demand for power. In that respect, the 

Sprecher-Pitney project, along with other transmission lines, 

play a supporting role in the flow of power to the regions 

where demand for electricity is growing. 

PROJECT NEED



Siting and Route Selection

SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 kV TRANSMISSION PROJECT

• Conduct studies within the project area to obtain data and make informed 

decisions.

• Engage stakeholders to share project information and receive feedback about 

the project.

• Incorporate stakeholder feedback into the alternatives analysis and selection of 

the preferred alternative route.

• Submit application to Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) for 

constructing the 138 kV transmission lines.
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UNDERSTANDING THE SITING PROCESS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Dave Costello
Sr. Right-of-Way Agent

Contract Land Staff, LLC

Cell: 607-731-7308

Visit the dedicated project 
webpage on our website. 

www.PPLArchbaldMountainProject.com

We implement a comprehensive siting process that takes land use, the environment, public input and engineering 

guidelines into account to develop a transmission line. The information below illustrates each stage of the process.



RIGHT-OF-WAY
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SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT

• Easements, or right-of-way, give PPL Electric the right to construct, maintain, operate, 

rebuild, and access transmission lines while the landowner retains ownership of their 

property.

• A majority of this line will not require new right-of-way. 

• New overhead and underground lines will be located primarily within existing PPL 

easements and public road right-of-way.

• A short section of 0.3 miles of new overhead lines south of the Pitney Switchyard will 

use new 100-foot-wide right-of-way easements.

• We will work directly with affected property owners. PPL is dedicated to negotiating in 

good faith and providing fair market compensation.

 



ENGINEERING
• The proposed transmission lines will be designed and built 

for 138 kV operation.

• Based on preliminary engineering, the 138 kV monopole 

structures will range in height from approximately 80 to 

100 feet.  Actual pole heights will be determined during 

final engineering. 

• Monopole structures will weather with a dark-brown 

protective coating and are designed to be stronger and 

more weather-resistant.

• The underground portion of the project will be located in 

public road right-of-way and will therefore not be visible to 

the public other than occasional manholes used for 

maintenance access. 

SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
& PERMITTING 
PROCESS

We will work hard to minimize impacts 

to the natural environment and 

reduce and control erosion and 

sedimentation during construction. 

We work cooperatively with regulatory 

agencies, obtain all required permits 

and meet all the environmental 

requirements of our permits. 

SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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Historical and 
archeological 

resources.

Wetlands, streams 
and regulated 
floodplains.

Threatened, 
endangered or rare 
species and natural 

communities.

OUR COMMITMENT

The transmission line construction process will 

minimize impacts to environmentally and culturally 

sensitive resources to the extent practical, including: 



SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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CONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITIES

PPL Electric will work with 

landowners to reduce 

potential inconveniences 

during construction.

OUR COMMITMENT

Construction will begin after PUC approvals, regulatory approvals 
and permits have been acquired. It will include the following steps: 

• Material delivery and staging.
• Vegetation trimming and clearing.
• Installing erosion and 

sedimentation controls.
• Adding access roads to work areas.
• Preparing sites for new 

infrastructure. 

• Digging holes, installing 
foundations and building 
the new poles. 

• Installing overhead wires. 
• Trenching for underground cables.
• Restoring any disturbed areas.



SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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PROJECT TIMELINE FOR SPRECHER-PITNEY

Spring 

2027

2026 2027

*Project timeline is based on our current information. The schedule is subject to change as the project progresses.

Environmental Studies

Permitting

Restoration

Underground Construction

Aboveground Construction

Engineering

Procurement

PUC Application

2028 2029

ROW Acquisition



ELECTRIC IMPROVEMENTS BY 
LACKAWANNA SUBSTATION
• Separately from the Archbald Mountain project, we are 

building new 230 kV transmission lines between the 

existing Lackawanna Substation, the proposed Sturges and 

Callender Gap Switchyards and new customer facilities. 

• In addition, we will split and extend the existing 

Lackawanna-Paupack 230 kV transmission line into the 

Callender Gap Switchyard. 

• We will also split and extend the existing Summit-

Lackawanna 230 kV transmission lines into the Sturges 

Switchyard. 

• The proposed switchyards will be located on property that 

will be acquired from the new customers. The new 230 kV 

transmission lines will be predominately located within 

existing rights-of-way or on customer-owned properties. 
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PROJECT TIMELINE FOR CALLENDER GAP AND STURGES

Spring 

2027

*Project timeline is based on our current information. The schedule is subject to change as the project progresses.

2026 2027

Environmental Studies

Permitting

Restoration

Construction

Access Road/Pad Installation

Engineering

Procurement

PUC Application

2028 2029

Land & ROW Acquisition



SPRECHER-PITNEY 138 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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HOW CAN I STAY INFORMED?

SEND US AN EMAILVISIT OUR WEBSITE

Visit the dedicated project 
webpage on our website. 

www.PPLSprecherProject.com

Send questions, comments and 
feedback via email to:

SprecherProject@pplweb.com

Thank
You!
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